
  

ILLINOIS 4-H HORSE FORMAL SPEECH CONTEST 
  

2014 Rules and Regulations 
 

Entry Fee:  $5.00 per individual.  Make check payable to University of Illinois.  Entry Due to Cathy Warmbier 
on: March 1, 2014.  (Late entries are subject to rejection.  If they are accepted they will automatically be added 
to the end of the presentation schedule for the contest) 
 
Entries: To be made on attached form and sent Cathy Warmbier, State 4-H Office, 801 N. Country Fair Drive, 
Suite E Champaign, IL  61821.  Include name, address, phone number and title of presentation.  Entries should 
be checked and signed by your local Extension office. 
 
Contest Starting Time:  April 12, 2014.  Time TBA (immediately following completion of the judging phase of 
hippology).  Location:  University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign Campus, David Kinley Hall Bldg. (DKH).  
http://webtools.uiuc.edu/ricker/CampusMap?buildingID=54&target=displayHighlight  
 
Objectives: To help youth gain self-confidence, courage, and persuasiveness, to share ideas with others, to 
develop the ability to speak in public, to inform others about horse-related subjects and the 4-H Horse programs. 
 
Eligibility: Each contestant must be currently enrolled in the 4-H program in Illinois.  Eligibility and entry must be 
certified by the local Extension Office.  Senior contestants may not have previously participated at Eastern National 
4-H Roundup in the Horse Formal Speech Contest.  Additionally, contestants may not have previously been the high 
individual in Formal Speech at the Quarter Horse Congress contest. 
 
Age:  Senior Division - Contestants must be at least 14 years of age but not yet have achieved their 19th 
birthday on January 1 of the current year.  Junior Division - Contestants have passed their 8th  (or have begun 
the 3rd grade by September 1 of the previous year) but not their 14th birthday as of January 1 of the current year. 
 
County Quotas: No quotas have been established this year; however, in general, counties probably should 
send not more than 4 contestants. 
 
Edibility for National Contest: In the senior division of each contest, in order to be eligible to represent Illinois 4-H 
at the national contest, the winning entry must earn a minimum of 255 out of a possible 300 points (or the 
equivalent of 85%). 
 
Speeches: Subject must pertain to the horse industry, or be horse-related, and be original and factual.  Visual 
aids of any kind will not be allowed (posters, items, equipment, etc.).  A podium will be available. 
 
Contestants may use notes.  However, excessive use of notes may be counted against the contestant.  This will be 
at the discretion of the judges.  
 
Contestants should cite their major references after the conclusion of their speech.  This will not be counted in the 
allotted time. 
 
Time: Junior division speeches should be at least 5 minutes or no more than 10 minutes in length.  Senior 
division speeches should be at least 7 minutes or no more than 10 minutes in length.  A 3-point penalty per 
judge will be imposed for each minute or fraction of a minute under the minimum or over the maximum time 
allowed. 
 
Questions:  Only the judges may ask questions. Question time will not be counted in the allotted time.  
Contestants should repeat the question, and then answer it. 
 
Ties:  Ties between contestants will be broken first by the judges’ accumulated delivery score, second by the 
judges’ accumulated organization score, and third by the judges’ accumulated content and accuracy score. 



  

ILLINOIS 4-H HORSE FORMAL SPEECH SCORE SHEET 
 

Time Limit:   JR:  5-10 minutes;  SR:  7-10 minutes (3 points will be deducted from the total score for every minute or fraction of a minute 
under the minimum or over  the maximum time allowance.  Questions and reference time will not be counted in the allotted time.) 
 
Judges will consider applicable questions listed under each section when determining the score for that section. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A. INTRODUCTION (10 pts.)   
 1. Did the introduction serve to create interest in the subject?  _______ 
 2. Was introduction short and to the point? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
B. ORGANIZATION (15 pts.)   
 1. Were main points easy to follow? 
 2. Were the main points arranged in the best order?  
 3. Were sentences short, easy to understand?  _______ 
 4. Was speech interesting? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
C. CONTENT AND ACCURACY (20 pts.) 
 1. Were facts and information accurate? 
 2. Was there enough information concerning the subject? 
 3. Was credit given to sources of information if appropriate?  _______ 
 4. Was content appropriately related to horse industry? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
D. STAGE PRESENCE (15 pts.) 
 1. Was speaker neat and appropriately dressed? 
 2. Did speaker talk directly to and look at the audience? 
 3. Was posture erect but not stiff? 
 4. Did speaker refrain from leaning on podium?  _______ 
 5. Did speaker seem relaxed and at ease? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
E. DELIVERY (20 pts.) 
 1. Did speaker have good voice control? 
 2. Were all words pronounced correctly? 
 3. Did speaker's facial expressions reflect the mood of the speech? 
 4. Were notes used without detracting from the speech? 
 5. Did speaker seem to choose words at the time they were spoken   _______ 
         as opposed to a memorized or read-type delivery? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
F. GENERAL (10 pts.) 
 1. Did speaker convey to the audience a sense of wanting to communicate? 
 2. Did speech reflect the thoughts and personality of speaker?   _______ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
G. CONCLUSION (10 pts.) 
 1. Was the conclusion short and interesting? 
 2. Did the conclusion properly wrap up the speech?  _______ 
 3. Could speaker handle questions easily? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Time : ____________                                                                                                                          Awarded Points:  _______ 
 
Judge’s Comments:                                                                                                                         Minus  time penalty: _______ 
 
                                                                                                                                                                   Total Points:  _______ 



  

SEND TO:  Cathy Warmbier 
State 4-H Office 

801 N. Country Fair Drive, Suite E 
Champaign, IL  61821  

FAX: 217-333-9287 
cwarmbie@illinois.edu 

 

ENTRY FORM 
Illinois 4-H State Horse Speech Contests  

FORMAL SPEECH 
 

 
Registration due by March 1, 2014 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Entry Fee:  $5.00 per person     Payable to:  University of Illinois  
 

(PLEASE DUPLICATE ENTRY FORM IF MORE THAN ONE ENTRY) 
 

Please circle age division for this FORMAL SPEECH entry 
 

Junior                                 Senior 
 
 
Formal Speech Contestant’s name  Address            Age/Birthdate 
 
         
 
 
Topic/Title: 
 
         
 
 
 
 
Coach:          
 
Address:                        Phone:      
 
Email address     
 
Please be sure to include the coach’s or contestant’s Email address as speech times will be 
emailed to coaches/contestants prior to contest day 
 
I hereby approve the participation of the above team and declare that they are eligible: 
 
          
     Extension Adviser/Horse Project Leader                             County     Date 


